132                           SIR  PHEROZESHAH MEHTA
subject was proposed by Mr. Eardley Norton, one of the earliest and
warmest supporters of the Congress, with a reputation for ability
and independence which stood very high. It expressed appreciation
of the concessions proposed by the Commission, but emphatically
declared that full justice would never be done to the people of the
country until the Civil Service examination was held simultaneously
in England and in India.
Pherozeshah seconded the proposition and put the case for the
larger employment of the people of the country on the ground of
political as well as economic necessity. Dadabhai Naoroji had over
and over again pointed out that apart from every other considera-
tion, it was sound economy to associate Indians more closely in the
administration of the country. Pherozeshah going further contended
that the political necessity was even greater than the economic.
According to him:
When the time came to settle the principles on which British
rule in India was to be carried on, it was clearly recognized by
those sober statesmen who guided the destinies of England at that
time, that even for Orientals an absolute despotism was an impos-
sible creed in practical politics. It was clearly recognized that even
the most benevolent and most paternal despotism must, if it wants
to be stable and permanent, place its roots in the country in which
it carries- on that rule; and this principle was soberly though
eloquently enunciated by Lord Macaulay in 1833, when he said
that for the sake of English honour and English wisdom, it was
absolutely imperative that the natives of this country should have
an equal share in the administration.
How far this economic and political necessity of associating
Indians more closely with the administration was recognized, may be
gauged from the fact that more than fifteen years later the figures
compiled by Lord Curzon's Government themselves showed that out
of 1,370 appointments carrying more than Rs. 1,000 a month, only
92 were held by Indians. Such was the recognition of the principle
laid down as far back as 1833 that there should be no 'governing
caste* in India.